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Quantitative Study of Grade 4 Textbooks of Canada
—Compared with English Textbooks in Japan—

Kiyomi WATANABE*! Yukie OKUDA™

*1 Department of Business Administration, Faculty of Business Administration,
Fukuyama Heisei University
*2 University Education Center, Fukuyama Heisei University

Abstract: We studied grade school textbooks of Canada (Ontario) to find out their
level of English in comparison with Japanese English textbooks. We used 4" grade
Science and Social Studies textbooks used in Ontario. For the analysis of their
readability, Ozasa-Fukui Year Level, an English readability measurement tool based on
Japanese Couse of Study. The results showed Science is equivalent with the beginning
of 3 year in High School, and Science is the mid 2™ year in High School. We also
analyzed the Canadian textbooks with JACET8000, English vocabulary benchmark for
Japanese learners, and the results showed that Canadian textbooks have more words in
higher levels of JACET8000 than Japanese high school textbooks. However, most of the
words are related to the topics of the textbooks, not difficult or rarely used words.
Canadian textbooks are found to contain longer sentences (many words) than Japanese
high school textbooks. However, upon studying those long sentences from each
textbook, we conclude that they are not particularly complicated sentences as often
found in newspapers or academic papers.

Key Words: Grade school textbooks in Canada, English text analysis, Readability
analysis
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