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Abstract

The Supreme Court ruling on Twitter's retweet on July 21, 2020 had a huge impact on
Japanese society. If you retweet a Twitter tweet that contains an illegally edited image, the
retweet constitutes a copyright violation. The content of this ruling, which was sensationally
reported as a threat to retweets, was a ruling that was not surprising to those studying
copyright law.

An overview of the ruling involves the issue of moral rights. In particular, the Supreme
Court strongly discussed in this ruling the right to display "author's credit on a work." which
is called the right of attribution. The photo that caused the proceedings contained the author's
name. However, according to the specifications of Twitter at the time of the incident, the photo
was automatically cropped at the time of retweet, and the part where the author's name was
written was cut off.

From the author’s point of view, the name of the author signed to the photo has been
removed, and it is natural to regard it as a problem of the right of attribution. But, from the
Twitter users’ points of view, it is unacceptable that retweets could be violation of copyright,
without the users’ having the alternative not to crop the photo. This is a problem about which it
is difficult for us to decide what is right and what is wrong.

Therefore, this paper analyzes the Supreme Court cases related to this retweet. Then, we
will examine the problems related to the right of attribution and the right to integrity and the
chilling effect of expressions.

KEYWORDS : The right of attribution, The right to integrity, Moral rights
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