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Process of Non-English Major University Students’ Reading and Writing Skills

—Introducing the Instruction to Transform the Genre in Writing Text in English—
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Abstract

The idea of ‘multiliteracies’, which views language learning as a process of discovery,
roughly represents the discipline covering present-day English education in Japan. Under
such discipline, instructing writing skills can enhance reading as well as writing skills, with a
focus on the similarity between both. Various explanations have been given many theories and
practices on such a method. However, those do not necessarily apply to all Japanese learners
of English as a foreign language. Under the context of EFL instruction, the present study
explores whether the instruction to transform one genre into another genre can have some
influences on both reading and writing skills. Specifically, the study focuses on the process of
the influence. Two types of the instructions were taken; comprehending the text (dialogue) and
then transforming the dialogue into the expository text. Reading skills were assessed based
on descriptions in Japanese of the comprehension questions and writing skills were assessed
based on the expository text transformed from the dialogue in English. Data obtained through
this procedure were analysed; mainly the pattern of the network of co-occurrence of words for
reading skills and the frequencies of words in the expository texts for writing skills. The first
result was that transforming text genre does not necessarily have a positive influence on the
quality of the network in co-occurrence of words. The second result was that concreteness was
the key in both introducing the text structure and transforming the pattern of the sentence in
the instruction of transforming text genre. The third result was that transforming the pattern
of the sentence in the instruction of transforming text genre can be roughly expected to have a
temporary effect but leaves learning the pattern of the sentence. Future research should aim to
examine the degree or the condition of the influence of transforming the text genre with a long

- term perspective.

KEY WORDS: Reading skills, Writing skills, Instruction to transform the text genre



