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Basic research on teaching methods for childcare and education

—Usefulness of experiential learning to nurture the qualities of nursery teachers and educators—
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to obtain knowledge about the usefulness of experiential
learning in order to clarify the concepts and teaching methods of childcare teachers and
educators involved in childcare education. The qualifications of nursery teachers and educators
that are the subject of this study involve the study of “language” and “expression” indicated in
nursery school guidelines and kindergarten education guidelines. The research method is based
on a case study of cultural activities conducted by the authors in collaboration with students,
which qualitatively analyzes and considers the consciousness of the students who participated
in the activities through a questionnaire survey. The outline of the cultural activities is in the
form of concerts involving the reading of stories and playing the piano outdoors.

Through this study, the following became clear. First, the four students who were targeted
were aware that they were able to acquire or improve the qualities shown in the domain
"language” and “expression’. Through these activities, they felt personal improvement of the
above-mentioned qualities. In addition, they looked back on this activity and assumed self-
assessment of their leadership in a metaphorical manner, assuming guidance in practical
situations of childcare and education.

The research can be summarized as follows. In the areas of “language” and “expression”,
children are required to develop qualities such as "sense” and “sensitivity” that capture the
value of “fun” and “beauty”. It should not be assumed that the leader who is in the position to
develop the qualification ability does not have these qualities. It can be said that it is important
as a qualification ability of the instructor that the childcare teacher and the educator himself
have experienced "fun" and "beauty” with strong feeling. It should also be stressed that the
qualities of such leaders are based on the implementation of teaching methods for childcare
and education taken up in this paper.

KEY WORDS: childcare / education, teaching methods, qualities

— 23 —



