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Abstract
This study examines how cross-cultural understanding has been treated in the three
textbooks of elementary English teaching: Hj, friends!, We Can!, and NEW HORIZON Elementary
English Course. These textbooks including scripts are analyzed based on the following three
categories: 1)foreign countries which appear in the textbooks, 2)foreign characters who appear
in the textbooks, and 3)approaches which are taken in terms of cross-cultural understanding:
the culture-understanding approach or the problem-solving approach. According to the Course
of Study (MEXT, 2017), the former approach is supposed to be taken in Foreign Language
Activities (English), while both of them are required to be taken in Foreign Languages (English).
The result shows that in the category 1) and 2), NEW HORIZON Elementary English Course
has the most foreign countries and foreign characters among the three. In the category 3),
both Hi, friends! and We Can!/ take the culture-understanding approach only. In the most
cases, furthermore, the approach includes some risks of ending in superficial and stereotypical
teaching of cross-cultural understanding. On the other hand, NEW HORIZON Elementary
English Course takes both the culture-understand and the problem-solving approach, though
the former is the majority. Its each unit provides the section for cross-cultural understanding,
in which the topic is presented in such a scene or situation as students can think of it as
close to themselves. In the 6™ grade textbook, in addition, the global issues in education,
environment, and food are presented for discussion in Japanese. Considering that the situation
of each elementary school in Japan varies in terms of cross-cultural understanding, the
teaching ability of adjusting the textbooks to the reality of the students will be more required
to the teachers.

KEYWORDS : elementary school English teaching, analysis of textbooks, cross-cultural
understanding
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