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Abstract

As a consideration of the value of sports during the coronavirus crisis, this study aimed to
show, using practical data, what kind of comments were posted on the internet regarding high
school baseball in 2020. We collected and then carefully examined the contents of comments
left on articles about high school baseball published on 'Yahoo! News' between April and
August 2020. We coded the comments by creating a code that uses the words that appear most
frequently, according to the morphological analysis of the comment data, as feature words.

As a result of the investigation, 91,341 comments on high school baseball during the
coronavirus crisis were collected. From these comments, 11 codes were created. These

codes included, "awareness of the novel coronavirus", "cancellation of the tournament", and
'sympathy for the high school baseball players". The code that appeared most frequently was
"high school baseball", which appeared in 47.86 percent of comments. Other codes created
were, "adult”, "special treatment of baseball", and "demands of schoolwork".

With regards to the coronavirus crisis, there were many comments posted on the internet
supporting the cancellation of the high school baseball championship due to the novel
coronavirus. A certain number of comments to the effect of "high school baseball players
controlled by adults”, "special treatment of high school baseball", and "What is the duty of high
school students?" were found. This reveals that there was a discussion taking place questioning

the current state of high school baseball.
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