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Abstract

To marshal points at issue of long-term care insurance system reform with an eye to 2040,
“opinions on the review of long-term care insurance system reform” were overviewed for
revision of the Long-Term Care Insurance Act, focusing on reviewing benefits and burdens.

Five issues, not reflected in the revision this time, will be continuously examined:

“The range of insured persons and beneficiaries™: If the function of a community support
service center is to be strengthened to meet the needs of all generations and target persons,
the relationship of this system with other systems should be organized and discussed.

“Payment of room charge of a multiple-bed room”: Since the conversion from medical long-
term care sanatorium to care aid medical home has not progressed smoothly, the review will be
postponed until after the next revision.

“Method of benefits related to care management”: There is little evidence that introduction
of user-charge system “leads to user-oriented care plan creation and high-quality care
management.”

“Method of benefits related to life support services for those with light disability level™ It
is premature because preceding transition of the project for those requiring comprehensive
support has not progressed as intended.

“Judgement criterion for ‘income equivalent to that of active workers” and ‘income above a
certain level”: In some cases, payment including that at cashier’s desk at a hospital may exceed
patient’s bearing capacity. Paying capacity should include financial assets.

These are urgent issues for increasing sustainability of the system. However, two perspectives
are important: Do not devise measures to sustain the system by hastily increasing the burdens
and suppressing the benefits. Furthermore, do not position mutual assistance as a complement
for realization of social security for care and alleviating system recession.

KEYWORDS : Long-Term Care Insurance System, Community-based integrated care Systems,
Benefits and Burdens
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