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A Study of the Fundamental Competency of Working Persons
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Fukuyama Heisei University

Abstract: The purpose of this study is review literature of so-called “the fundamental
ability of working persons.” This concept was proposed by the Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry (METTI) in 2006 in light of the discrepancy between abilities of college
graduates and those of employees expected by employers. However, the definition of this
concept is broad and a review of previous studies on this concept is necessary. This study
collected about 30 studies published after 2006 related to this concept and found the
following issues. First, the concept was not clearly operationalized by METI. Second,
although various scales were invented for measuring the concept, the validity of those
scales were not certain. Third, there is a lack of studies that examine the ability of working
people. It is concluded that the previous studies measured only part of the concept
proposed by METI. In the future, a new scale should be invented to measure the whole
nature of the concept.

Key Words: fundamental competency of working persons, scale, reliability, validity
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