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The relationship between sports news and online comments

—The case of pitch limits in high school baseball—
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Abstract

The objective of this study was to reveal the impact of news article content on online
comments in sports news. For this study, the chosen topic was the discussion of introducing
pitch limits to high school baseball, examining whether a news article supporting or criticising
pitch limits has an impact on the comments of approval/disapproval for a pitch limit.

In this study, news stories that mentioned pitch limits were collected from the Sports Navi,
a comprehensive sports website. Depending on their content, the articles were classified as
either 'positive’ or 'neutral’ toward pitch limits. The users' comments on the news articles were
then collected and organised via coding between opinions that are for or against pitch limits.
Thereafter, the frequency of the generated codes was calculated, performing a chi-square test
to see if there was a difference in the frequency depending on whether the news was positive
or neutral.

From the research results, nine codes that indicate approval or disapproval (e.g.
‘approval:prevention of injury’, 'disapproval: unfair’) were created from comments related to
pitch limits. Of these, it was revealed that the posting of comments that include codes such as
'disapproval: changes in play' and 'disapproval: unfair' was inhibited or incited depending on
the content of the news article. The rate of the posting of comments that include codes other

than these was unaffected by content of the article.

KEY WORDS : Sports news, Online comments, Pitch limits
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