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Abstract

This paper examines the role of nursery teacher training schools as institutions for
the training of nursery teachers and as institutions of higher education in the local
community through active involvement in “regional revitalization” and “childcare support”
in the community.
Japan's population decline, triggered by the “1.57 shock” of 1990, has become a major
issue. To date, the government has implemented the Angel Plan and a variety of other
measures to combat the declining birth rate and provide childcare support. In particular,
population decline in rural areas has become a serious concern, and countermeasures
including “regional revitalization” initiatives have been implemented since 2014.
First, this paper reviews policies in Japan to combat the declining birth rate and provide
childcare support, as well as policies related to regional revitalization. Next, it discusses
the role required of nursery teacher training schools in securing human resources in the
community, the process for establishing the subject of “Childcare Support” as part of the
program and its teaching content.
As the nationwide shortage of nursery teachers becomes an issue, childcare support
is increasingly being provided not only by professionals such as nursery teachers, but
also by a diverse range of local human resources, including volunteers. In addition, the
subject of “Childcare Support” in nursery teacher training education is expected to include
practical teaching content.
Based on the above, as a suggestion for teaching “Childcare Support”, training schools
could implement more practical classes by actively developing childcare support projects
in the local community. Furthermore, having students actively learn in the community
may also help to secure human resources for childcare in rural areas.

KEYWORDS: nursery teacher training school, childcare support, regional revitalization






