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Abstract

This study examines the mindset regarding reading picture books by analyzing an
activity conducted by university students at a special needs school. In this activity,
university students visited the special needs school to hold reading sessions for children.
The activity was conducted 15 times between June 2022 and July 2024, involving 82
students and over 700 children with special needs.

The study had three main aims: (i) to explore, through a descriptive survey, the
experiences of the students who participated in the reading activity, and (ii) to investigate
the influence of interacting with children with intellectual disabilities on the students’
focus during the reading sessions.

As a result of the study, a list of the readings and the books read was produced. The
texts written by the students who participated in the readings were analyzed using KH-
coder. The results revealed two main findings: first, the pre-activity texts featured words
related to the reading of picture books; second, the post-activity texts featured words
related to the students themselves. Additionally, university students who read to children
with intellectual disabilities showed an increased emphasis on ‘sound and rhythm’ and the
‘enjoyment of the reading session’.

KEYWORDS :  university student, intellectual disabilities, school librarian



