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Abstract

This paper examines the professionalism of childcare workers, particularly from the
perspective of welfare professionals.

Japan'’s nationwide shortage of childcare workers has not been resolved, and a larger

workforce is needed in the childcare field, including measures such as the establishment
of the Children and Families Agency and the implementation of new childcare support
measures. At the same time, there is a need to further enhance support for parents from
the perspective of community parenting support and abuse prevention. This study
conducted an overview of the evolution of childcare training programs, revealing that
many social work-related courses were offered in the past, and the role of the childcare
worker as a support worker was emphasized. Subsequently, it appears that the content
regarding the knowledge and skills required for childcare worker training programs
became less clear. This was in part due to the simultaneous acquisition of kindergarten
teaching licenses. Next, the study conducted an overview of the common basic course
system and the specific system for kindergarten licensees, discussing issues relating to
the handling of specialized welfare subjects and social work-related subjects under each
system. Subsequently, a comparison was made with social workers and other welfare
professionals in terms of qualifications, training, and education. Various differences
were identified, such as the fact that there is no need to take a national exam to obtain
a childcare worker qualification and that there is no legal framework for qualifications.
The study also clarified the fact that proposals have been made to further stratify and
restructure qualifications according to the kinds of support that professionals provide,
while remaining grounded on the foundation of the childcare worker qualification as a
generalist.
The study concludes that in order to improve professionalism in the training of childcare
workers, especially as welfare professionals, it is necessary to reaffirm that the childcare
worker is fundamentally an occupation that is about supporting people in living their
lives, while also responding to their various needs in terms of social care, medical care,
and early childhood education.
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