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Issues related to infant care in the Showa period
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Abstract

Currently, the need for childcare for children under the age of three is expanding. And because of this
need, the number of children on waiting lists for young children is increasing. As a result of the increase
in the number of children on waiting lists, measures to expand the quantity of childcare are urgently
needed, and the current situation is that securing the quality of childcare is neglected. However, the age of
less than three is a crucial period that forms the foundation of life. Therefore, it goes without saying that
high-quality childcare practices for children under the age of three are required. In order to realize
high-quality childcare practices in the current situation where measures to expand the quantity of
childcare due to the problem of waiting lists for children are urgently needed, it is essential to have the
support that has been demonstrated or demonstrated by research. So, how has infant care in daycare
centers in Japan, which began with the enactment of the Child Welfare Act in 1947, been studied and
presented as a challenge? The aim was to clarify these issues from previous research.

The method of the research was regarded as prior research, and the subject was an essay by Kazuo
Akiyama. The author takes up Kazuo Akiyama from various angles and is conducting research on his
childcare philosophy, his approach to research, and his relationship to practice. Therefore, we have
decided to discuss the issue of childcare for children under the age of three (infant care), which is an issue
in this paper, by taking up the research of Kazuo Akiyama. The four topics covered were "When
Children's Eyes Shine Brightly," "A Fun Parenting Book: Early Childhood Education Foundation,"
"Issues in Three-Year-Old Education: On the Idea of Three-Year-Old in the Process," and "Enhancement
of Daycare Centers for Children, (1) Perspectives on the Problem of Daycare Centers."

The above four essays could be organized into two groups (the 1980s and 1990s). From the first group,
the mother's emphasis on child-rearing was adopted, and from the second group, the result was that group
childcare of infants was acceptable. Thinking that the background of the times is related to the changes in
Akiyama's discourse, we examined the changes in Akiyama's discourse from the social situation
surrounding infant care in each era.

As a result, it was found that the issues of infant care in the Showa period changed to "methods of
child-rearing by mothers" and "research and development to improve the quality of infant care at daycare

centers" after the era when women's social advancement became popular.
KEY WORDS : Infant Care, Showa Period, Kazuo Akiyama, Childcare



