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Problems pertaining to “Welfare” at the high school level
and teacher training courses at the faculty of welfare in the university.

Hiroko NAKAJIMA

Department of Welfare Science,
Faculty of Welfare and Health Science,
Fukuyama Heisei University

Abstract
At welfare high schools, there is unique subject called “welfare.” There are three problems to be a

teacher of this subject welfare.

The first issue is that becoming a teacher of welfare is difficult. While there are many students who aim
to become a teacher of welfare, the number of welfare schools is severely limited. There are only about
200 schools throughout Japan (the number of high schools is 4,874) and due to the fierce competition,
successfully getting into one of these schools is 3 times more difficult than average. On top of that,
depending on the prefecture, people who desire to be a welfare teacher also require a teaching license in

another field such as modern society.

Relating to the first issue, the second issue is the workload that is demanded from teachers. Teachers
are required to not only have the knowledge and skills in the field of care work but must also have
experience in social work. However, the students who want to be a teacher of welfare must study a lot of
subjects. Due to the amount of time, they spend studying, students do not have a lot of opportunities to
work in the field and gain practical experience. In addition, there are not enough professors at the

university level to teach students practical social work and care work.

Lastly, there is a disconnect that many teachers face between ideals and reality. Welfare teacher are
necessary to teach students how to be empathetic. Unfortunately, due to the rigorous schedule that many

teachers face, opportunities to do so are lacking.

KEY WORDS : welfare high school, subject called “welfare”, teacher training courses at the university
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