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Abstract

In regard to “childcare support,” a subject established in the 2019 revision of the nursery teacher
training curriculum, this paper examined the circumstances of the introduction of the subject, the teaching
content presented by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, and the programs implemented in nursery
teacher training schools from the perspective of on-site practice.

First, an overview was given of the background to the introduction of the subject and the related
discussions in study groups. It was thus clarified that there is a demand for more practical content in terms
of knowledge and skills concerning childcare support. Next, multiple surveys were conducted on
textbooks used in courses and training schools syllabi, comparing the content required by the subject to
the actual content.

The content of textbooks was almost in line with the “teaching content of the subject,” and included
practical assignments to be carried out during the course. Also, the investigation into the syllabi revealed
that most of the training schools offer courses centered on exercises conducted at school, and only a few
of them provide fieldwork conducted in actual situations of childcare support or offer fieldwork as a
separate subject. These facts suggest that there are difficulties for trainee students to participate in and
learn from actual situations of childcare support.

In addition, an overview was given of projects at training schools that are implementing childcare
support while exploring on-site fieldwork and collaborations.

To enhance childcare support as a teaching subject, there is the need to consider making subjects
involving fieldwork, such as “childcare support exercises,” compulsory and incorporating teaching

content requiring fieldwork into existing subjects.
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