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Regarding Analysis by the Three Layers of Story, Discourse, and
Narration When Researching Narrative Teaching Materials

Yasuhiro MITOH
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Adstract

Considering that one of the goals in the Japanese language subject in elementary school when using
narrative teaching materials is to foster storytelling ability, the objective of this study is to evaluate the
effectiveness of carrying out analysis of teaching materials using the three layers of story, discourse, and
narration.

Regarding study using narrative teaching materials, both Masaru Sumida and Yasuhiro Mitoh set
fostering storytelling ability as a teaching goal, and while Sumida mainly focuses on learning by reading
narrative, and Mito focuses on learning by writing narrative, they each set forth ways of understanding
teaching materials and instruction using the three layers of story, discourse, and narration.

We used this way of thinking to conduct research of narrative teaching materials in a class taken by
students intending to become elementary school teachers, attempting to explore the usefulness of this way
of thinking through the students’ reactions.

Most of the students who tried analyzing teaching materials using the three layers rated this method
very highly. Examples of opinions include: “There is a tremendous difference in the level of
understanding of the story reached when reading it without dividing it into three layers and when reading
it divided into three layers”and“A variety of discoveries can be made, and by thoroughly analyzing the
author’s expressions and techniques in each scene, it’s possible to notice things that weren’t evident
before, it’s great.”

In the analysis of teaching materials, it has not been unusual until now for analysis of the narrative
world and analysis of descriptive expressions to be cairied out separately. However, the current approach
of conducting teaching material analysis using a way of thinking that bridges reading and writing as a
whole and structurally is new, and it is an extremely important perspective when fostering storytelling
ability, which is in fact important in daily, social life. We expect that there will be further research

developments in this area.
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